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Each quarter a senior French military officer, former member of the Special Forces, shares his perspective on 

global geopolitical issues. As would be expected, his name remains confidential. 

Angola: the “World's Richest Poor Country”1 

In 2015, the young Angolan writer Ondjaki2 reflected on his country: "Which means - the leftist went back to 

his notes and spoke into the void - that with all this we could reach the status of a third world country. -What 

do you mean? - someone said indignantly. We are already in the third world! - That's what you would like - 

smiled the Communist - you would like it and so would I. But in fact we are in the fifth world or worse...!". 

Portugal was present in Africa in the 15th century. The colony that was Angola was to be the starting point of 

a form of Silk Road3, in the direction of Mozambique. Belgium and England put a stop to this ambitious idea. 

The enclave of Cabinda4, under Portuguese protectorate in 1885, wedged between the two Congos, was 

returned to Angola5 in 1956. In the 1960s, a war of liberation was launched, and the "Carnation Revolution" 

accelerated the country's independence in 1975, but it was followed by a fratricidal civil war. To put it simply, 

it involved three guerrilla movements6, in a cold war context, supported by both blocs. The weapons were 

finally silenced in 2002. According to specialists, this was the worst modern conflict in Africa and it still kills or 

amputates with anti-personnel mines, and even with the large volume of small arms in circulation. One cannot 

help but think of neighboring Namibia, which only gained independence in 1990, after the SWAPO liberation 

movement won the elections and an agreement was reached between South Africa, Angola and Cuba7, after 

thirteen years of war (75-88). The 1,600 km border between Angola and Namibia was mainly intended to curb 

the desire for independence in these southern regions, which were held by the "contiguous" colonizer. The 

disengagement of the Russians was followed by the Chinese communists. On the Atlantic coast, they will have 

in heart to apply their theories of accompaniment of exit of crisis and gradual economic development, tended 

towards the reconstruction, the exploitation of the energetic, mining and forest resources of Angola, in priority 

to their profit. It is the strangulating debt, due to Chinese loans8, that is the painful thorn in the side of this 

 
1 Marcus Power, "Angola 2025: The Future of the "World's Richest Poor Country" as Seen through a Chinese Rear-View Mirror," Antipode 44 (2012). 
2 Ndalu de Almeida, whose writing name is Ondjaki, was born in Luanda in 1977. Among other awards, in 2016 he received the " AFD Littérature Monde Etranger" 
prize from "Étonnants Voyageurs" festival for "Les Transparents" published in 2015. He now lives in Brazil and belongs to the project "Africa 39". 
3 Chinese project in Africa to create a railway line between Dar-es-Salaam (Tanzania) and Lobita via Huambo (Angola) and Kolwezi (DRC). 
4 A territory where French is the commonly spoken language, under high military surveillance due to its wealth and separatist tendencies. 
5 1.246 mn km2, 33 mn inhab., 1600 km of coastline, more than 500000 km² of EEZ. Has joined SADC, ECCAS and the Community of Portuguese Language Countries. 
Christian. 
6 National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA), National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), supported by the USA and South Africa, the 
Marxist Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) supported by the USSR and Cuba. 
7 The South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO). The Treaty of New York, signed in 1988 at the UN, included the withdrawal of the Cubans in favor of the 
independence of Namibia. Che Guevara had worked for this. 
8 One third of all loans granted by China to African countries, i.e., nearly €17 billion. More than 80 investment contracts are underway. 
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strategic country, despite the help of the IMF and the call of the G7 for a moratorium on the debt of African 

countries. Getting out of it is a haunting challenge in the long run. To date, only three presidents have led this 

popular republic. While Agostino Neto was the first, at independence, José Edouardo dos Santos held the reins 

for 38 years (79-17), voluntarily stepping down in favor of a former general, Joao Laourenço, of the same state 

party MPLA. Family affairs, management of lucrative and entrepreneurial activities, sharing of wealth, generous 

oil and diamond revenues benefited the elite but not the people, who were undernourished and unemployed. 

As in many African countries, the task for the successor is to clean up the empires and political-financial 

arrangements9, to sweep away corruption, under the eye of American justice. Another challenge is to open up 

to dividends other than those from oil. China imports 60% of Africa's second largest oil producer at a time when 

prices are falling sharply and the majors are disengaging from the Gulf of Guinea. Gas, phosphate, diamonds, 

gold, etc., the subsoil is very well endowed. The Australians know this well. But on the economic and 

humanitarian level, it is agriculture, fishing and agri-food that are becoming the government's top priorities. 

50% of its food is imported. In the days of the Portuguese, coffee, tobacco and corn were exported. France is 

working on this in the field of training and innovative techniques. The COVID-19 pandemic10, in addition to the 

drought, is having a greater impact on the poorest and most rural sectors of the population. However, the 

defense budget11, which was suspended for a while, is increasing again to protect the borders against migrants 

and possible tensions12, as well as the imposing maritime space, in the face of piracy and cocaine 

transshipments. In this gloomy environment, Angola stands out positively, in the digital and Internet, with the 

landing of four substantial submarine cables13, a dedicated company "Angola Cables" that attracts Huawei 

already present, and the future putting into orbit of a telecommunications satellite "Angosat-2" (2022). 

However, the future of Angola can also pass through the development of girls' education, their autonomy and 

employment to reduce poverty, increase the well-being of Angolans and their health. The seven women in the 

current government are an asset, a good example to follow and to observe.  

Belize: the shadow of her majesty the Queen 

Aldous Huxley testified in the 1930s: "If there were ends of the world, British Honduras would certainly be one 

of them. It is on no road, leads from no point to no other. It has no strategic interest. It is almost uninhabited." 

The English writer did not imagine the Anglo-Saxon tourist surge that was going to fall on this small country as 

big as Holland, at the end of the XXth and until the pandemic of COVID 1914. Nor that it would be independent 

in 1981, becoming Belize, while remaining under the authority of the Queen of England, with a governor, Froyla 

Tzalam, and a new government from the left-wing Popular Unity Party, finally, that it dared to recognize 

Taiwan. The only English-speaking country in Central America, it is the only one without access to the Pacific, 

having instead a foot in Jamaica. Wedged between Mexico and Guatemala, it receives strong requests from 

the latter, which continues to claim it. But it is the weak British military presence that moderates the area, 

under American cover. "I thrive in the shadow"15 of the British Army16, and for good reason, while France takes 

advantage of humid equatorial Guyana for the hardening of its troops, the British train, following a defense 

agreement, on 1/6 of the surface of tropical Belize, far from the white beaches, the mangroves and the long 

barrier of coral reefs, sometimes near Mayan ruins. This small, discreet country, not listed as a tax haven by 

the OECD but monitored and offering multiple opportunities if any, under the interested eye of the British, 

remains permeable to cocaine and human trafficking, the backstreets of tourism. A historic amendment was 

introduced recently in the House of Representatives to legalize marijuana in an attempt to curb this 

phenomenon, but it has not yet been validated because it is in opposition to the American states. The 

temptations are great for the young unemployed, to hit the physique17 and the wallet of the rich foreign 

tourists. The police, although trained and supported by the Americans, do not have the means to stop this 

 
9 Isabel dos Santos, daughter of the ex-president, widow, is the richest woman in Africa. Her assets have been frozen by the Angolan and Portuguese courts. 
10 Angola received 40,000 doses from a 12-million-dollar batch provided by Russia. 
11 Soviet equipment is being "retrofitted" by Russia and China is providing training aircraft. Portugal and Brazil are still training officers. 
12 The Chief of Staff of the Angolan Army, Lieutenant General Santos Antonio Egidio went to the East of the DRC in January 2021, according to the military cooperation 
agreement established and within the framework of the International Conference in the Great Lakes Region with Rwanda among others. 
13 "Angola Cables" is on Monet 2.2, a direct cable to Brazil with SAC-S. An agreement with Argentina for space imaging with the satellite. 
14 After 16 months of inactivity in the cruise industry, the first US cruise ship docked in early July. 1/3 of GDP. 
15 Belize's motto: 229600 km2, about 405600 h, 60% forest, 1/3 of the population in Belize City and Belmopan. A recognized biodiversity. 
16 British Army Training Support Unit of Belize (BATSUB) installed near Ladyville airport (potential evacuation of UK and Western nationals). About 6 exercises per 
year including "Mayan Warrior". 
17 Belize has a very high homicide rate (about 40/100,000h) higher than Mexico and Venezuela, according to UN Office on Drugs and Crime. 
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other pandemic that can be fatal, economically speaking. They still have to pursue their efforts on the path of 

human rights, to preserve their terrestrial biodiversity against deforestation as well as their marine biodiversity 

against sewage pollution with the Commonwealth Blue Charter Action Group and to ensure the prohibition of 

offshore installations on the second largest barrier reef in the world. The British will be reluctant to project a 

"Falklands"-style maritime force on this end of the world, barely monitored by the "Five Eyes". 

Sri Lanka: the coveted pearl 

"Diana's syndrome had no name. Normally she would run around, bright and cheerful, but at the slightest noise, 

a thud or a scolding, her ears would block, two or three yawns would tear her mouth apart. Then her body 

would freeze into a bronze statue"18. 

Taprobane, Serendib, Ceylon, Lanka then Sri Lanka, stopover, spices, precious stones, Greeks, Arabs, 

Portuguese, Dutch then English exploited "this pearl in the ear of Asia".  It obtained its independence in 1948. 

But this strategic island is also a climatic cauldron with its monsoons, cyclones and other tsunamis, as well as 

an ethnic-religious conflict with, on the one hand, the majority Buddhist Sinhalese and, on the other hand, the 

minority Hindu Tamils, who are confined to the northwest of the island19. The first violent clashes began in 

1939. When Sinhala became the official language20 in 1956, things got so heated that in 1983 there was talk of 

a civil war. The "Liberation Tigers of Tamil Islam" appeared. Terrorists or resistance fighters, three years of 

truce were not enough (2002-05), and in 2009, with Chinese and Pakistani logistical support, the Sinhalese 

government completed a humiliating and bloody surrender for the Tamils under the watchful eye of New 

Delhi21, the NGOs and the powerless UN. Nowadays, the cultural good offices of the Indian Buddhist clergy 

with the Sinhalese Buddhist clergy are to be taken into consideration to smooth out a still delicate situation, 

especially if its nationalist extremists22 target the Muslim minority23. The Rajapaksa brothers' clan24, once again 

in the driver's seat, holds all the power. It is riding on impunity and playing on India-China's economic and 

military rivalries, with Korea and Japan watching. It hopes to revisit the Constitution to anchor itself and not 

be attacked on human rights25 or freedom of the press. Sri Lanka has a key position in defending the freedom 

of maritime traffic between the Pacific and Indian Oceans26. It can counter a rival, dominate energy flows in 

the Indian Ocean and even intervene in Central Asia. India, displayed alongside the United States, is facing the 

Chinese string of pearls. The ports of Colombo, Tricomalee and Hambantota27 are very attractive as a naval 

base before Djibouti, if not as an essential transhipment port. Negotiations are underway. The United States 

has understood this perfectly28 and is countering, accompanied by the British, as the Commonwealth is obliged 

to do. The fact remains that the environmental aspect, piracy, illegal fishing and trafficking are taken very 

seriously, bringing Sri Lanka, the Maldives and India closer together in a strengthened maritime cooperation, 

supported by Australia. The maritime route, with high traffic, from the Strait of Malacca to the Persian Gulf 

and the Suez Canal passes close to the tip of Dondra Head. The risks involved are great and Sri Lanka cannot 

afford to lose the foreign exchange from international tourism on an ecological disaster29, already hit by the 

COVID-19. In the background, it is the Sino-American rivalry that is most closely watched and publicized, while 

on the front, the pandemic allows Russia, which supports Burma, to get closer to the island by sending vaccines, 

tourists and by importing more tea. The "unexpected find", Serendipity, is offered to all the powerful jewelers 

of the world. Its price will rise, as will the internal risks, if the autocrats continue their forced march, just like 

the "man-elephant" conflict30, which has still not been resolved. 

 
18 Excerpt from the short story "Diana la Ronde", in "Friday and Friday" by Tamil writer Anthonythasan Jesuthasan. Former child soldier, actor in the film "Deephan", 
Palme d'Or 2015, at Cannes. 
19 23 million H, 75% Sinhalese, 15% Tamils. 70% Buddhist, 12.5% Hindu, 9.7% Muslim, 6% Roman Catholic, 1.3% Protestant. 
20 Tamil was recognized as an official language in 1977. 64,630 km2, 1,340 km of coastline, 517,000 km2 of exclusive economic zone. 
21 An Indian peacekeeping force intervened (1987-90) to end the civil war between the Tigers and government forces. 
22 The "Bodu Bala Sena" (Buddhist Power Force) movement linked to the extremist Burmese monk, U Wirathu. 
23 In May 2019, bloody attacks claimed by the Islamist movement National Tawheed Jamaath, franchise of ISIS, against places of worship. 
24 Brother Mahinda, prime minister, was in power between 2005-15. Suspected crimes. The 30 years of war: 100,000 dead and 60,000 missing. 
25 On March 23, 2021, a resolution was passed at the UN: "Fostering Reconciliation and Accountability and Promoting Human Rights in Sri Lanka" calling on the 
government to work swiftly to investigate war crimes, correct freedom violations, respond to the COVID 19 and stop discrimination against Muslims. 
26 345,000 hrs (active, reserve, paramilitary) in Sri Lankan defense. Efforts on patrol ships, coast guard and surveillance aircraft. 
27 The operation of the port has been ceded to China for 99 years in exchange for the cancellation of a debt. Sovereignty has been undermined by the presence of 
private Chinese maritime security companies fighting piracy but also protecting its ships, crews and facilities. 
28 Formation of a Sri Lankan Marine Corps, a Defense College and provision of coast guards. Mike Pompeo had initiated the rapprochement. 
29 In June 2021, sinking of the container ship "MV X-Press Pearl". 2020, fire on the tanker "New Diamond". 
30 The Committee of Public Accounts (COPA) ordered a review of the protection of elephants, whose death toll is rising sharply. 


